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A Hlstorlcal Investigation of the Myths of Fu Xi and Nu Wa
- CHANG Jin-cang
(College of History and Civilization, Shaanzi Normal University, Xi'an T10062, Shaunzi)

Abstract: For the myths of Fu Xi and Nu Wa, the theory of totem has been established as
the basic train of thought for the following 60 years since Wen Yiduo published his paper “The
Testual Study of Fu Xi”. A much extended concept in anthropological study, “totem” to Chinese
. culture is a squa}e peg to a round hole. Conversely, an interpretation of Chinese mythalogy can
only be sought by a synthesization of various elements in Chinese historical culture. In fact, Fu Xi
and Nu Wa did not appear as figures in Chinese mythology in the historical records of pre-history
society until the Period of Warring Kingdoms. Thus, the myths of Fu Xi and Nu Wa and that of
the Flood can be regarded as an extensive reproduction of Da Yu's Taming the Waters. The folk
tale among the sputhwestern ethnics that the married Fu Xi and Nu Wa as brother and sister
remade the human race is not merely. remnants of consangui}%eous marriage but a mythical -

representation of the view of “racial natinn”.
Key words: Fu Xi; Nu Wa; theory of totem; cultural synthesization
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