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The Life's Journey in the Image of Sun Wukong in ''Pilgrimage to the West"
LIU Jun-hua
(College of Chinese Literature ,Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710062 ,China)
Abstract From the life’s journey in the image of Sun Wukong, or Monkey King, " Pilgrimage to the West"
allows us to see the life’s journey of growth and the meaning of life. In his childhood, Sun Wukong, who lives
on the Pure Land out of the secular world, is lively, cheerful, naughty and lovely. In the adolescence, the
body and character begin to develop and mature so that the primitive savagery and bare desire come forth as a
tide. Facing this life force great enough to destroy everything, Wu Cheng'en, writer of the novel, allows us to
see the unscrupulous blooming of life and the ensuing burden. Adulthood is a pronoun of rationality and wis-

dom. Under the timely guidance of Mother Buddha, Sun Wukong begins to act according to the " social princi-

ple" and finds the greatest space of his development in the strict social order and succeeds eventually.

Key words Pilgrimage to the West; Sun Wukong; life’s journey
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