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The Plot and Thought Expression of The Peony Pavilion
XU Jian—zhong

Abstract: The plot of The Peony Pavilion develops along the main thread of the conflict between emotion and
reason and consists of three major sections 1. e. the tragic scene from life to death the resurrection and the
conflict between the father and the son-indaw. The foldaway structure has its intrinsic unity which carries the
deep thoughts implanted in the play. In The Peony Pavilion the contradictory images of the characters are
transformed into the good man’s welldoing from the wicked man’s evildoings in The Purple Flute and The Purple
Hairpin. The image of Du Liniang is also returned to reality which speaks of the playwright’s deepened under—
standing of the social life.

Key words: The Peony Pavilion; conflict between emotion and reason; unified structure; thought expression
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Semantic Analysis of Chinese Characters: An Important Method

for Studying Chinese Cultural Psychology
WANG Feng-van ZHENG Hong

Abstract: Semantic analysis of Chinese characters an important method for studying Chinese cultural psychol-
ogy mainly consists of the following three steps. Firstly we are expected to analyze the graphemes of the
characters at issue and try to interpret their connotations ( especially the connotations with psychological signifi—
cance) . Secondly we have to make out the original and derived meanings of the characters from the evolu—
tionary perspective in order to clarify the true meanings of the terms conveyed by these characters. Thirdly we
will make precise psychological definitions for the terms from the perspective of psychology or reveal the psy—
chological implications of the terms. As Chinese characters are full of psychological implications and they
could be considered to be a kind of living fossils that record Chinese psychological and behavioral styles char—
acteristics and principles so the semantic analysis of Chinese characters constitutes an important method for
studying Chinese cultural psychology.

Key words: semantic analysis; Chinese cultural psychology; method
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