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The Emergence and Transformation of the Mid— Autumn Festival and
Its Connotation during the Tang and Song Dynasties

XIONG Hai-ying
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Jianghan Universitys Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The Mid-autumn Festival didn’ t exist in the Tang Dymasty, but literators used to appreciaie the
moon and intone poems on 15th day of the 8th lunar month. While in the Song Dynasty, such activities with
feast attached spreaded thoughout the whole society, and in the mid-North Song Dynasty, it turned to be a
quasi-festival. After the perdition of the North Song Dynasty, the round image of the moon and its cultural
meaning of reunion were emphasized. This transfomation led to the full establishment of the festival’ s connota-
tion, and it was confirmed as the Mid-autumn Festival in the South Song Dynasty.

Key words: Mid-autumn Festival; feast; reunion
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The Relationship between the Tales in Bibliography
of Baowen Hall and Sixty Stories
N akasato
(Institute of Language and Culture, Kyushu University, Japan)
Abstract: The tales of the Song Dynasty listed in the Bibliography of Baowen Hall ( Baowentang shumu ) are
generally regarded as the Song scripts for storytelling that existed in the Ming Dynasty. Through a textual study
on the relationship between the Bibliography and the anthology Sixty Stories, this paper argues that the tales in
Bibliography are actually those included in Sixty Stories. This study is important in terms of proving whether or
not the Song scripts for storytelling still remained in the Ming Dynasty.
Key words: Bibliography of Baowen Hall; Sixty Stories; Song scripts for storytelling
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